
   
 

MINUTES	of	the	PARISH	COUNCIL	MEETING	held	on	
Thursday	11	July	2019	at	1930	

2019/10	
       

Those Present: Richard Cole, Polly Hanson-Smith, Kirsty Vaughan-Jones, & Steve Vickers. 
Keith Leesmith (Clerk), Marie (& Mike) Strong (NCC), Richard Kershaw (NNDC) 
 

1) Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting – Steve Vickers elected 
 
2) Apologies    None  

       
3) Declarations of Interest  None 

 
4) Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 21 May 2019 - Approved and signed 
  
5)  Reports 
      a) Norfolk County Council  

MS had recently officially opened the Wells Recycling Centre “Re-use shop” where items can be 
purchased rather than sent to landfill. The money raised is donated to charity – currently the Air 
Ambulance. The Wells traffic management plan is proceeding slowly but surely. There have been 
several complaints regarding the two cycle races recently held in the area. Particular problems 
included the closure of some Coasthopper services and the blocking of car-parking spaces. Wells 
Library now has a dedicated meeting room for hire. Bank scams continue and people are advised to 
be careful and vigilant. Stickers are available to discourage “cold callers” (see main report for 
details). Road maintenance issues – (potholes etc) can be reported by anyone on the NCC website. 
This also applies to highway signs covered by vegetation. 
See additional report on the website 
 
c) Parish Clerk 
No items  
 

6) Planning Matters 
There were no planning matters for discussion.	 
  

7) To discuss the latest position on affordable housing site 
The planning application has now reached NNDC. There was to be a meeting on Friday 12th between 
the planners and Homes for Wells, when it was hoped that any difficulties could be overcome to 
enable the plans to be dealt with quickly. Homes England were supportive of the plans but believe 
that too much money is being spent on the overall scheme. In order to reduce the amount, it is likely 
that the “public parking” area (as opposed to parking for the houses) would not be built. The 
afternoon/early evening open session had generally thought to be worthwhile. Most visitors were 
in favour of the scheme, those that were critical were mainly talking about subjects such as traffic 
management and the lack of bus services in the village. 
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8)  To discuss proposed “trod” path in Chapel Street 
The roadway at the north of Chapel Street was dangerous to pedestrians because of the lack of 
footpaths as well as being dark because of the overhanging trees. The number of pedestrians using 
the route was likely to increase if the above development goes ahead. Jon Smith had spoken to 
Holkham and they would be prepared to allow a short pathway around the field which borders the 
site and through the “plantation” trees. They would also be prepared to thin any trees that required 
it, using their forestry department. Jon had originally spoken about the path extending to a point 
nearly opposite the entrance to the White House (where there is a gateway) but Councillors thought 
this unnecessary, and that it could come out on the road just south of the plantation. This would be 
cheaper and would also not require the permission from the tenant of the land to the south of the 
plantation. Homes for Wells would be responsible for some of the cost of this scheme, and any that 
fell on the Parish Council could receive a 50/50 contribution from Norfolk County Council under 
their Parish Partnership scheme. 
 

9) To discuss a new children’s playground 
On the new development, space would be provided for a new playground for the whole village. This 
was timely, in that the current playground was nearing the end of its life and it is unlikely that any 
equipment there is transferable. Councillors were therefore asked to think about what sort of 
equipment they would like to see, for a discussion at the next meeting. The PC had very little in 
reserves, and we would therefore have to try to obtain grants to pay for the new equipment. The 
area to be provided was 21m by 12m. It was hoped that a basic fence would be provided by the 
developers.  
 

10) Financial Report & Accounts for Settlement 
A bank reconciliation had been circulated to Councillors.  
The following amounts had been paid since the last meeting: 
a) Data Protection – annual registration fee        35.00 
b) Grounds maintenance – May        100.00 
c) Reading Room rental – extra meetings        60.00  
d) Street lights – May account          28.48 
e) Grounds maintenance – June          50.00 
f) ROSPA – annual playground inspection        82.20 
               

11)  Minor Matters  
          None 
 

5d) North Norfolk District Council report  
The local plan (first draft) has now completed its consultation period. There have been 700 
submissions. The original intention to build a few houses in Binham and Langham has now been 
removed. A new version of the corporate plan is being worked on and is due for publication in 
September. In answer to a question regarding the Big Society Fund this still exists at present but is 
no longer being funded as before. As the scheme has proved useful, alternative ways of funding it 
are being looked at.  
 

12)  Date of next meeting 
 Confirmed as Thursday 19 September 2019 at 1930 
 

 
The meeting closed at 2040 


