
                
 

MINUTES	of	the	ANNUAL	PARISH	COUNCIL	MEETING	
held	on	Thursday	16	May	2019	

Immediately	after	the	Annual	Parish	Meeting	
2019/08	

Those Present: Richard Cole, Polly Hanson-Smith, Jon Smith (Chair), Kirsty Vaughan-Jones & Steve Vickers 
Keith Leesmith (Clerk), Marie (& Mike) Strong (NCC), Michael Martin & Jo Tennant (Homes for Wells)  
 
Before the meeting commenced, declarations of acceptance of office were signed by all Councillors 
 
1. Election of Chairman – Jon Smith  

Declaration of acceptance of office signed.  
 
2. Dates of meetings for the coming year 

Agreed as follows: 11.07.19* – 19.09.19 – 21.11.19 - 16.01.20 – 19.03.20 – 21.05.20 
                                                  *one week earlier than usual to avoid a Councillor’s holiday 

  
3. Apologies – Richard Kershaw (NNDC) 
 

4. Declarations of Interest – None 
 
5. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 March 2019  – Agreed and signed 
 
6. Reports 
Norfolk County Council 
The re-use shop at the Wells Recycling site will open on Saturday 8 June. The mobile library will no longer stop in 
Warham, but this could change if 6 or more parishioners ask for it to do so. Children’s Centres will now be operated 
by Action for Children. There will only be 15 sites, and these will be announced soon. NCC reverts to the cabinet 
system this month. Also, full Council meetings will be screened live on YouTube. Openreach will provide fibre cable 
at no charge to new developments of over 30 homes, and there will be a sliding scale of charges for smaller 
developments. Highway Rangers are still operating. Amongst other things they should be informed at this time of 
year of highway signs that get “lost” in overgrown hedges. 
See also full report on the website. 
North Norfolk District Council 
The newly-elected Councillor planned to attend our meetings but was unable to do so on this occasion because 
NNDC were operating an induction course for new Councillors at Cromer. He sent an introduction to himself, which 
KL read, and which appears on the website. 
Parish Clerk 
A team of people had been working for some years on the first draft of the next local plan and had produced various 
documents running to several hundred pages. As statutory consultees we had been given six weeks to comment on 
this, but it was difficult to see how we could meaningfully do so. However, it would be worth attending the “open 
day” which would take place to introduce the plan at the Wells Maltings on Friday 31st of May between 2.30 and 
7.30pm. ROSPA would be carrying out the annual playground inspection during June. 
 
7) To agree audit questions for the year 2017/2018 
It was agreed that we could answer positively to all the questions in the Annual Governance Statement, and this 
was signed off 
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2019/09 
8) To discuss Affordable Housing in the village – any current matters 
Agreement has been reached with the landowner over the purchase of the site. Conversations have taken place 
with NNDC and they like the plan. People like Anglian Water, National Power, etc. have been contacted, and the 
cost plan is coming together. A preliminary design has been completed showing 4 three bed-homes and 8 two bed-
homes. A bid will be going to Homes England (a government body) for a grant towards the cost of the site. This has 
to be completed and sent by 28 May. If the grant is forthcoming, it is likely that building could start in the autumn 
of this year, as completion will have to be made by next spring. The houses will be “modular” – partly made in a 
factory and then completed on site. As there is no gas in the village, heating will be by air-source heat pumps. The 
design of the outside of the houses will be similar to those in Park Road. In addition to the homes, which will all 
have a garden with a shed each, there will be a communal recreation area for the village, including a new children’s 
play area. There will be a separate small car park for this.  
Councillors believed that two of the 2-bedroom homes should be bungalows, to suit disabled or elderly people. It 
was agreed that this should be possible to accommodate. 
An open afternoon/evening would be held soon to introduce the plan to the village and to allow people to ask 
questions etc. 
 
9) To discuss any planning matters to hand 
None 
 
10) Financial Report and accounts for settlement 
 A bank reconciliation had been passed to Councillors with agendas.  
The following accounts were approved for payment: 
 Ground’s Maintenance Contractor          150.00 

Norfolk Association of Local Councils – annual subscription       128.49 
Internal Auditor                   25.00 

 Parish Clerk – 1st quarter salary and contribution to expenses         490.29 
 HMRC – PAYE 1st quarter           116.60 
 
We were currently running two bank accounts. Barclays have closed the deposit account and transferred it to the 
current account. We would use this account until it was nearly empty. The precept had been sent to the new 
account with Unity Trust 

  
11) Minor Matters 
We had been offered a second-hand bench. It was agreed that we accept this and place it on the children’s 
playground. It was agreed that we will try to arrange the affordable housing presentation in the first week of July. 
JS will enquire when the hall is available during that period. It was thought that opening times of 4.30 to 8.00pm 
would be suitable. 
 
12) To agree date of next meeting 
Confirmed as Thursday 11 July 2019 
NB – one week earlier than usual to avoid a Councillor’s holiday 
 
13)  To complete new Register of Parish Members’ Interests and Election Expenses forms 
These were completed and would be passed to NNDC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 2120 


