
   
 

MINUTES	of	the	PARISH	COUNCIL	MEETING	held	on	
Thursday	10	January	2019	at	1930	

2019/01	
       

Those Present: Richard Cole, Polly Hanson-Smith, & Jon Smith (Chairman), Kirsty Vaughan-Jones, 
Steve Vickers. 
Keith Leesmith (Clerk), Marie (& Mike) Strong (NCC), Vincent FitzPatrick (NNDC) 
Graham Connolly (NNDC Housing Enabler), John Lefever (Hastoe Housing) Michael Martin & Jo 
Tennant (Homes for Wells) plus one member of the public. 
 

1) Apologies    None – all present 
       

2) Declarations of Interest  None 
 

3) Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 15 November 2018 - Approved and signed 
 

4) To discuss proposed exception site for affordable housing 
Graham Connolly:  GC said that the purpose of the visit was to update Councillors on the current 
position. The piece of land identified by the Parish Council was available, and probably only about a 
quarter of it would be necessary to build a small development of up to perhaps 10 properties. He 
would like to see local residents as closely involved with the project as possible. At the present there 
are 56 local households with a need for housing in bands A to E, 14 of these being in band A. Local 
is defined as the Parishes of Warham, Stiffkey, Binham, and Wighton.  
John Lefever:  Hastoe builds houses for both rental and for shared ownership. In the latter case only 
80% of the property can ever be owned, so that it remains as an affordable property. Hastoe is the 
largest builder in the country of “passive houses” (requiring less energy input). Not all houses are 
passive, but they are all built to a specification which is above building regulations. Tenants are given 
a probationary one-year agreement, and if they are satisfactory, will then be offered a five-year 
tenancy. Every house is visited twice a year – once announced and once unannounced. 
Homes for Wells: Cover Warham and other Parishes that surround Wells. They have money plus the 
ability to obtain grants but there is a shortage of land in Wells itself, hence they are looking outside. 
They have slightly different criteria for choosing tenants, in that they try to house “key workers” 
which are members of emergency services, teachers, etc. Members of some voluntary organisations 
are also included such as the RNLI, Retained Fire Brigade, and Coastwatch.  
 
An affordable housing development in Warham might include homes owned by Hastoe, or Homes 
for Wells, or a combination of the two. 
 
Councillors decided that they would like to have a special meeting to discuss this matter (only) and 
fixed a date of Thursday 7th February. Graham Connolly would also be invited as an advisor.  
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2019/02	
5)  Reports 
      a) Norfolk County Council  

Marie Strong had sent a report. This was distributed to Councillors and appears on the website. The 
following subjects were included: 
Recycling – what can be and what cannot be recycled 
UK Power Networks – details of “105” telephone system for people experiencing power cuts 
“No cold calling” zones 
House Fires – causes and tips to prevent 
In addition, she mentioned the forthcoming work to build a mini-roundabout at the junction of 
Beach Road and The Quay in Wells, which would necessitate road closures in February. With regard 
to broadband, she said that in response to reports that the current broadband seemed to “getting 
worse”, people should complain to their service providers.  
b) North Norfolk District Council 
VF mentioned the Big Society Fund, which has now contributed £1.8m to 240 projects. The next 
closing date is 4 February, but there will be others at three-monthly intervals. The disruption to bin 
collections over the holiday period will end on Monday 14th January, when collection days return to 
normal. Planning permission has been given for solar panels to be fitted to the Cromer NNDC office. 
This will save energy costs and improve their carbon footprint. A new Arts and Culture fund is now 
available for arts and art therapy projects and grants of up to £2000 are available. There will be 
three opportunities to bid per annum, the next closing date is 27 February. The government is 
offering grants for “pocket parks” although applications needed to be made by 25 January. KL said 
that he had looked at the scheme online, but in order to receive a grant, the applicant had to own 
the land – and Warham PC did not own any land. 
c) Parish Clerk 
We have received notice that E-ON will be increasing the prices of electricity for the street lights 
from 21 January. KL said that from past experience it was not possible to change supplier, as we 
used so little electricity.  
 

5) Planning Matters 
There were no planning matters for discussion. 

     
6) To complete forms for the new bank account 

The new bank accounts have been set up although the money still needs to be transferred from 
Barclays. A form was completed for this, plus another to allow cash deposits at the Post Office, and 
also a new direct debit form for the monthly electricity account. 
 

7) Financial Report & Accounts for Settlement 
A bank reconciliation had been circulated to Councillors.  
The following accounts were approved for settlement: 
a) Keith Leesmith – 4th quarter salary and contribution to expenses   477.66 
b) HMRC – PAYE on above        114.00 
               

8)  Minor Matters  
          None 
 

9)  Date of Next Meeting  
Special meeting – Thursday 7th February 2019 at 1930 
Next normal meeting - Thursday 21st March 2019 at 1930             

 
 

The meeting closed at 2055 


